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EXCERPT FROM AMORIS LAETITIA: ON LOVE IN THE FAMILY
WRI TTEN BY THE HOLY FATHER FRANCI

FAMI LY LI FE AS AN EDUCATI ONAL SETTI NG

274. The family is the first school of human values [emphasis added], where

we learn the wise use of freedom. Certain inclinations develop in childhood and
become so deeply rooted that they remain throughout life, either as attractions to a
particular value or a natural repugnance to certain ways of acting. Many people

think and act in a certain way because they deem it to be right on the basis of what
they | earned, as I f by osmosi s, from the
AThat 6s what I | earned to doo. Il n the f &
certain messages sent by the various media. Sad to say, some television programs

or forms of advertising often negatively influence and undercut the values inculcated

in family life.

275. In our own day, dominated by stress and rapid technological advances, one of
the most important tasks of families is to provide an education in hope. This does
not mean preventing children from playing with electronic devices, but rather finding
ways to help them develop their critical abilities and not to think that digital speed
can apply to everything in life. Postponing desires does not mean denying them but
simply deferring their fulfilment. When children or adolescents are not helped to
realize that some things have to be waited for, they can become obsessed with
satisfying their I mmediate needs and dev
a grand illusion which does not favor freedom but weakens it. On the other hand,
when we are taught to postpone some things until the right moment, we learn
self-mastery and detachment from our impulses. When children realize that they
have to be responsible for themselves, their self-esteem is enriched. This, in turn,
teaches them to respect the freedom of others. Obviously this does not mean
expecting children to act like adults, but neither does it mean underestimating their
ability to grow in responsible freedom. In a healthy family, this learning process
usually takes place through the demands made by life in common.

276. The family is the primary setting for socialization [emphasis added],
since it is where we first learn to re -late to others, to listen and share, to be patient
and show respect, to help one another and live as one. The task of education is to
make us sense that the world and society are also our home; it trains us how to live
together in this greater home. In the family, we learn closeness, care and respect for
others. We break out of our fatal self -absorption and come to realize that we are
living with and alongside others who are worthy of our concern, our kindness and
our affection. There is no social bond without this primary, every day, almost
microscopic aspect of living side by side, crossing paths at different times of
the day, being concerned about everything that affects us, helping one another
with ordinary little things. Every day the family has to come up with new ways

of appreciating and acknowledging its members.
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EXCERPT FROM AMORIS LAETITIA: ON LOVE IN THE FAMILY CONTINUED

277. In the family too, we can rethink our habits of consumption and join in caring

for the environment as our common home. g
integral ecology, be-cause it is the primary social subject which contains within it the

two fundamental principles of human civilization on earth: the principle of
communion and the principle of fruitfulne
and trouble in the lives of family life can teach important les -sons. This happens, for
exampl e, when I I I ness strikes, since Ao
difficulties arise due to human weakness. But in general, times of illness enable
family bonds to grow strongeré An educati
human il 1l ness makes the heart grow col d;
the suffering of others, incapable of facing suffering and of living the experience of

l i mi tationo. 295

278. The educational process that occurs between parents and children can be
helped or hindered by the increasing sophistication of the communications and
entertainment media. When well used, these media can be helpful for connecting
family members who live apart from one another. Frequent contacts help to over-
come difficulties.296 still, it is clear that these media cannot replace the need for
more personal and direct dialogue, which requires physical presence or at least
hearing the voice of the other person. We know that sometimes they can keep
people apart rather than together, as when at dinnertime everyone is surfing on a
mobile phone, or when one spouse falls asleep waiting for the other who spends
hours playing with an electronic device. This is also something that families have to
discuss and resolve in ways which encourage interaction without imposing
unrealistic prohibitions. In any event, we cannot ignore the risks that these new
forms of communication pose for children and adolescents; at times they can foster
apathy and disconnect from the real worl d
them more easily to manipulation by those who would invade their private space
with selfish interests.

279. Nor is it good for parents to be domineering. When children are made to feel
that only their parents can be trusted, this hinders an adequate process of
socialization and growth in affective maturity. To help expand the parental

relationship to broader realities, AChri s
the educational mi ssion of familieso, par
with Christian initiation. To foster an
covenant between the family and the Chri si



EXCERPT FROM AMORIS LAETITIA: ON LOVE IN THE FAMILY
WRI TTEN BY THE HOLY FATHER FRANC

PASSI NG ON THE FAI TH

287. Raising children calls for an orderly process of handing on the faith. This is made
di fficult by current l i festyl es, wor k sc
where many people keep up a frenetic pace just to survive. Even so, the home must
continue to be the place where we learn to appreciate the meaning and beauty of the
faith, to pray and to serve our neighbor. This begins with baptism, in which, as Saint

Augustine said, mot hers who bring their

Thus begins the journey of growth inthatnew life. Fai t h i s Godds gi f
baptism, and not our own work, yet parents are the means that God uses for

it to grow and develop [ emphasis added]. Hence #fAit i
their little children to blow a kiss to Jesus or to Our Lady. How much love there is in

t hat! At t hat momentomée a&hpl dbse beéeamptrahip
faith presumes that parents themselves genuinely trust God, seek him and sense their

need for him, for only in this way does i
decl are your mi ghty actso (Ps 144 4) an
faithfulnesso (ls 38:19). This means that

places where we ourselves cannot reach. A mustard seed, small as it is, becomes a
great tree (cf. Mt 13:31 -32); this teaches us to see the disproportion between our
actions and their effects. We know that we do not own the gift, but that its care

Is entrusted to us  [emphasis added]. Yet our creative commitment is itself an offering
which enables wus to cooperate with Godoés
should be properly appreciated as active
great assistance as an effective method in training young parents to be aware of their

mi ssion as the evangelizers of their own

288. Education in the faith has to adapt to each child, since older resources and reci-
pes do not always work. Children need symbols, actions and stories. Since adolescents
usually have issues with authority and rules, it is best to encourage their own
experience of faith and to provide them with attractive testimonies that win them over
by their sheer beauty. Parents desirous of nurturing the faith of their children are
sensitive to their patterns of growth, for they know that spiritual experience is not
imposed but freely proposed [emphasis added]. It is essential that children actually
see that, for their parents, prayer is something truly important. Hence moments of
family prayer and acts of devotion can be more powerful for evangelization than any
catechism class or sermon. Here | would like to express my particular gratitude to all
those mothers who continue to pray, like Saint Monica, for their children who have
strayed from Christ.



EXCERPT FROM AMORIS LAETITIA: ON LOVE IN THE FAMILY CONTINUED
WRI TTEN BY THE HOLY FATHER FRANCI S

289. The work of handing on the faith to children, in the sense of facilitating its
expression and growth, helps the whole family in its evangelizing mission. It naturally
begins to spread the faith to all around them, even outside of the family circle.
Children who grew up in missionary families often become missionaries themselves;
growing up in warm and friendly families, they learn to relate to the world in this
way, without giving up their faith or their convictions. We know that Jesus himself
ate and drank with sinners (cf. Mk 2:16; Mt 11:19), conversed with a Samaritan
woman (cf. Jn 4:7-26), received Nicodemus by night (cf. Jn 3:1-21), allowed his feet
to be anointed by a prostitute (cf. Lk 7:36 -50) and did not hesitate to lay his hands
on those who were sick (cf. Mk 1:40-45; 7:33). The same was true of his apostles,
who did not look down on others, or cluster together in small and elite groups, cut
off from the life of their people. Although the authorities harassed them, they
nonetheless enjoyed the favor dof all th

290. A" The family 1s thus an agé¢emphasis dddeq a s
through its explicit proclamation of the Gospel and its legacy of varied forms of
witness, namely:

solidarity with the poor,

openness to a diversity of people,

the protection of creation

moral and material solidarity with other families, including those most in need

'H
1
‘H
‘H
f commitment to the promotion of the common good

§ transformation of unjust social structures beginning in the territory in which the
family |lives, through the practice of t

All this is an expression of our profound Christian belief in the love of the Father who
guides and sustains us, a love manifested in the total self-gift of Jesus Christ, who
even now lives in our midst and enables us to face together the storms of life at
every stage. In all families the Good News needs to resound, in good times and in

bad, as a source of light along the way. All of us should be able to say, thanks to the
experience of our Ilife in the family: AW
uso (1 Jn 4:16) . Only on the basis of t|
for families enable them to be both domestic churches and a leaven of evangelization

in society.



POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Faith Formation is a cost free program.
We are called to grow in Faith, please make use of it.

PARTNERS IN FAITH FORMATION - Beginning with Baptism, parents began the solemn task of
teaching their children about God through the eyes of our faith. We, as Church, seek to come alongside
parents and offer additional support in this task by offering our parish faith formation programs. It is our

desire to have parents journey with us in these offerings of faith. Acknowledging the solemn task appoint-

ed in Baptism and the richness of Goddés blessing, p
port and cooperation with the faith formation programs their student(s) participate in. Doing so will
strengthen the parish offerings, reinforce to students the importance of this ministry, and allow parents to
become ministry partners with the church as we all seek to create within our students a lasting faith with

Jesus.

ACCIDENT REPORTS - If any student, teacher, parent/guardian or sibling is injured on our property,
such accidents must be reported i mmediately to the
Coordinator of Youth and Young Adult Ministry and a written report filed with the Michigan Catholic
Conference.

COMMUNICATION - The Formation program is committed to communicating clearly and across a variety
of mediums to ensure parents have the most up -to-date information. Many announcements are posted in
the bulletin and on our website at www.holyredeemerparish.org as well as our Facebook page at
facebook.com/HRPfaithformation. In the case of an unscheduled special event or change of schedule,
notification will be sent home in advance through the various Faith Formation communication methods.

EMERGENCY MEDICAL INFORMATION - If a student has medical needs, please provide a paper listing
those needs so we can be awared i.e., allergies, medications, etc.

DISPENSATION OF MEDICATION - If a student is required to take prescription medication during Faith

Formation hours and a parent/ guardian is not pres.
Education and Formation or Coordinator of Youth Ministry may administer medication in compliance with
the following:

1. Written authorization by the parent or guardian including the name of the medication, the specific
dosage and exact time the dosage is to be given, and a list of possible side effects and any
restrictions.

2. The medication must be in the prescription cont
office phone number.

DISCIPLINE POLICY - All students are expected to share in the faith learning experiences of their class.
I f a childbébs behavior disrupts the | earning proc
will be followed to ensure that class participation may continue.

1. Classroom rules are to be posted in each classroom weekly. Minor problems with behavior are to be
handled directly between the catechist and student immediately.

2. At the first incident of misbehavior, the children or youth will be asked to identify which rules their
current misbehavior contradicts, reminded of expected behavior and the consequences of
misbehavior (1st warning).

3. The second incident of misbehavior, the children or youth will be reminded of the standards of the
classroom, the effect of their misbehavior on the class, and a reminded to adhere to the standards
of the classroom (2nd warning).



POLICIES AND PROCEDURES CONTINUED

4. After the 3rd incident, the children or youth should be sent to the program director/coordinator for
counsel regarding appropriate behavior (3rd warning). When sending a student, he/she must be
escorted by the aide and never sent alone. If an understanding about appropriate behavior can
be reached, the student may return to class after apologizing to the catechist and class.
5. Repeated classroom misbehavior may require consultation between student, parent, program direc-
tor, and catechist.
I f the studentds behavior continues to disrupt | eat
it may be necessary for the children or youth to receive home instruction; the director, program co-
ordinator, catechist and parent would make this decision jointly.

SEVERE WEATHER POLICY -
1. If Jenison Public Schools closes, ALL FAITH FORMATION ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED. While not
ideal this serves the best interest of the students and their safety.

2. Announcement will be made over WOOD TV8, WZZM 13 and the internet. Catechists maybe asked to
make phone calls to the homes of students when necessary. This announcement can also be found on
both our websiteds home page and Facebook page.

3. Should severe weather develop during class time, students will be kept in the building until picked up by
parents or until the severe weather passes.

TRAFFIC CONTROL - For the safety and security of our children, PARENTS MUST DROP OFF AND
PICK UP STUDENTS FROM THEIR CLASSROOMS! ( Please refer to the diagram below for our drop off
procedure) Additionally, no Sunday School or Elementary student is allowed out of our building after clas-
ses without the escort of an adult. Parents are asked to be punctual picking up children. This eliminates
some frightened children. Any other adult picking students up must report to the Faith Formation office pri-
or to picking up students.

Parking areas

FAITH FORMATION CROSSWALK
NO VEHICLES

e

FAITH FORMATION
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CHI LDREN"S LI TURGY OF

CHILDREN'S
LITURGY

WHAT IS LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR CHILDREN?

Perhaps youb6ve noticed at each Sunday | iturgy just
children eagerly leave their places to hear Scripture in their own way. Since Advent of 1990, Holy Redeem-

er has provided a Liturgy of the Word for Children. Below you will find specific Information about this Litur-

gy of the Word. Please share it with your children and consider volunteering your time to this ministry. We
would like to invite more adults to be part of this very special ministry to the young people of

Holy Redeemer Parish.

WHY A SPECIAL LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR CHILDREN?
Children have a right to hear and be formed by the Scriptures. We cannot expect their lives to be molded
by the Word of God if they cannot understand that Word as it is proclaimed in the adult assembly.

AT WHI CH MASSES WILL THE CHILDRENG6S LITURGY OF THE
If a child has a right to be formed by the Scriptures at their level of understanding, they always have that
right. We currently only have volunteer | e Suheday s t
Morning Masses .

WHO WILL BE ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE?
Any child 8 years or younger may participate in the special Liturgy of the Word. Participation is not manda-
tory.

EXACTLY WHAT OCCURS AT A CHILDREN®&6S LI TURGY OF THE
The Childrendés Liturgy of the Word is meant to be
entertainment ; the children do not miss Mass. [t
Mass because it is an offering on their level of understanding.

Children and their parents will gather in Church as they do for each weekend liturgy. After the penitential

rite and opening prayer, Fat her wil |l call al | st
Liturgy of the Word. A child is chosen by Father to lead the children out of Church by elevating the chil-
drends |l ectionary. An adult will join the children

in the prepared space, the first reading is proclaimed, a simple psalm and gospel acclamation is sung, the
gospel is proclaimed and the leader asks a few focus questions of the children. The Creed and the Prayers

of the Faithful are prayed. Childrends envel opes a
collection is being taken.

WHAT QUALIFI CATI ONS ARE NECESSARY TO ASSI ST WITH Tt
WORD?

Belief in the importance of this ministry is the number one qualification. You do not have to be a trained

lector or a Scripture scholar to proclaim the readings. All that is necessary is the ability to read distinctly

and with the same measure of drama that you would
helping the children reflect on the Scripture are available well in advance. All music is on a CD; you need

only know how to operate the CD player. Training sessions will be provided to meet your schedule. After
training you may want to watch sever al Aveteranso ¢
on the schedule.
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CHI LDREN"S LI TURGY OF THE WORD

WILL | HAVE TO ATTEND ANOTHER ADULT MASS IF | VOLUNTEER MY HELP WITH THE CHIL-
DRENG6S LI TURGY OF THE WORD?

No. You will hear the same Scripture readings and will be present for the Liturgy of the Eucharist and com-
munion in the adult assembly. What you will miss is the adult homily. This is why it is essential to have a
large number of volunteers who can be assigned on a rotating basis: no helper has to miss the adult homily
too often.

HOW DO | VOLUNTEER MY HELP?
Call the Faith Formation at 669-0820.

SUN DAY
SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL
(4 years old—Kindergarten)

Holy Redeemer parish is able to provide a Sunday school program for children age 4 through Kindergarten
during the 9:00AM and 11:00AM Mass Labor Day through Memorial Day (with holiday breaks) Children ages
49 Kindergarten will learn, grow, and discover the Mass. Weekly Gospel Reading, and activities.

Children registered in the Sunday school program may attend either 9:00AM or 11:00AM session on any giv-
en week. For instance, if your family regularly attends the 11:00AM Mass but for some reason will attend
the 9:00AM Mass your child may join the 9:00AM Sunday school session that week.

For the safety and security of the children this opportunity will only be available during both Masses If there
are enough volunteers to adequately staff the classrooms.

HERE IS HOW YOU MAY HELP: -

1 Sunday School Catechist  work through a script that formats the Mass into an engaging prayer service.
Weekly preparation would consist of figuring out how to tell the story of the Gospel using creative means
like figurines, felt storyboards, and other tangible objects.

1 Classroom helper:  The helper will assist the leaders and catechists as needed.

HOW DO | VOLUNTEER MY HELP?
Call the Faith Formation at 669-0820.
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ELEMENTARY FAITH FORMATION (Grades 1 -6)

Our faith formation program stands upon building a lasting, fruitful relationship be-
tween students and their faith, their family, and in fellowship with one another.
We have chosen a comprehensive curriculum called A/ive in Christ to bring these
¥ standards to fruition. Published by Our Sunday Visitor, Alive in Christseeks to grow
8 children in relationship with God using the methods that God revealed Himself to
us. This Divine Pedagogy forms the backbone of how students will journey in their

.‘ > faith. Each year they will not just build on concepts discovered in previous years,
*‘h L) g but they will rediscover God in a deeper way, each according to his or her own
— grade level. Using Scripture as a foundation and the Catechism as the source for
teaching, Alive in Christprovides students the opportunities to learn and grow not just in knowledge,
but in relationship with God. The family component offered through this program ensures that this
pedagogy, or method of teaching, does not simply rest in the classroom; it is meant for the whole
family to engage and grow in faith. We are pleased to be offering these faith formation opportunities
for to all of you!

*A

ATTENDANCE - If your child is not able to attend because of any reason, please call or email the
Faith Formation Office prior to the absence. This ensures that we have an accurate attendance for all
of our students each week. This will assist us in providing student with missed material.

INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES - Each week the students work with one lesson from the textbook.
Additional activity pages, crafts, or other special projects often accompany the lesson.

PRAYERS - Prayer is of vital importance in the formation of faith. It connects us to God and is
essential to a vital relationship with Him. In addition to memorized prayers, our students will be ex-

posed to an ancient form of praying the scriptures called Lectio Divina This way of P
Word forms the bedrock of every lesson and helps students connect to God through the Bible.

DIGNITY OF EVERY PERSON - Al | Christians are called to car e
their classes, children will participate in several of service outreach efforts. These will be determined
throughout the year. Classes will choose a special group with which they will work with throughout

the year. Teachers will inform parents as they come to be.

SPECIAL EDUCATION - Some of our parish children have special educational needs. If parents have
made our office aware of these, proper placement can be determined which will most benefit the
child. In most cases, regular Faith Formation Catechists simply need to be appraised of reading diffi-
culties, medical problems, or behavior challenges so that well formed methodologies may be used. If
the student has an IEP (Individualized Education Plan) at his or her school, it would be of great bene-
fit to our catechists if we could know what that plan is to integrate those strategies within our own
classroom environments. Students will be a part of the regular Faith Formation groupings whenever
appropriate. They may be prepared for reception of the sacraments as readiness is discerned.

TEXTBOOKS - Each student will receive a textbook. The book will be kept in the classroom and
children will use them as a guide. The completed section will be able to be removed and brought
home at the end of each lesson.

CLASS SCHEDULE - Wednesdays
4:30 pmad 5:45 pm
6:15 pmd 7:30 pm

12



HOMESCHOOL FAITH FORMATION OPTION  (Grades 16)

Holy Redeemer Parish offers a homeschool option for children who are not able to participate in our regu-
larly scheduled classes. Alive in Christ Home Session Plans provide parents with the tools for homebased
catechesis. Parents will be supplied with a student textbook, teaching aides, and weekly online assess-
ments. This program will only be offered for Students in NON -SACRAMENTAL CLASSES. For
more information on our Homeschool option please contact Chris Baker, Director of Education and For-
mation for Children.

n
n . ‘ n

y‘ ﬁ,"\ CHI LDREN' S CHOI R, YOU
I § 1o & YOUTH ENSEMBLE

TR

CHI LDRENG6S CHOG6TRGRADE)ST

This choir is open to all children in grades 1 through 6 to sing at Masses scheduled periodically throughout

the year. Our objective is to make music a direct
possess the energy and spirit we require to inspire!

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE: Rehearsals are 5:30-6:15PM on Wednesdays to coordinate with Faith For-
mation. A schedule of when the Childrenés Choir wil
tember. Those who cannot participate all year still have the option of participating at Christmas if they are

able to attend rehearsals prior.

YOUTH CHOIR (7TH -12TH GRADE)

This choir is open to grades 7 through 12 as an extension of Youth Faith Formation. We rehearse one
Sunday a month from 12:30-1:15pm. This is an opportunity for youth leadership and early Cantor devel-
opment through special courses with our adult mentors. Those interested in being a Cantor must be fully
initiated members of the Church.

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE: Participants must be available one Sunday a month from 12:30-1:15pm
(attendance required to sing at Mass) and one weekend Mass per month or other liturgies as sched-
uled. A schedule of when the Youth Choir will be singing during Masses will be determined in September.
Those unable to attend rehearsal may schedule a rehearsal accommodating both the director and the indi-
vidual 6s availability.

YOUTH ENSEMBLE: (7TH &6 12TH GRADE)

This ensemble is open to grades 7 through 12 as an extension of Youth Faith Formation. We rehearse one
Sunday a month from 12:30-1:15pm. Instrumentalists are encouraged to participate to expand their musi-
cal horizons

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE: Participants must be available one Sunday a month from 12:30-1:15pm

(attendance required to play at Mass) and one weekend Mass per month or other liturgies as sched-

uled. A schedule of when the Youth Ensemble will be singing during Masses will be determined in Septem-

ber. Those who are not able to participate year round but want to play at Christmas are welcome to join if

they attend all rehearsals focusing on Christmas music. Those unable to attend rehearsal may schedule

a rehear sal accommodating both the director and t he

QUESTIONS?
Jenna Fowle, Director of Music; jenna@holyredeemerparish.org; 616:669-9220 ext. 1104
13



YOUTH MINISTRY (7 -12)

AYouth Ministry is the response of the Christian community to the needs of the young

people, and the sharing of the unique gifts of youth with the larger community . 0
(Renewing the Vision p. 1)

As approved by the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and stated in the
document, ARenewing the Visiono, our You

1) Empower young people to live as disciples of Jesus Christ in our world today,

2) Draw young people to responsible participation in the life, mission, and work of the
Catholic faith community, and

3) Foster the total personal and spiritual growth of each young person.

SPIRITUAL LIFE : Youth Ministry at Holy Redeemer Parish creates a space for youth
to encounter Christ in Sacraments and relationships, and to learn how God is calling
them to respond to His love in their day -to-day lives. Through prayer, Sacraments, re-
treats, and conferences, we raise our hearts and minds to our Lord and find fulfill-
ment in our Source and Summit, Christ in the Eucharist.

COMMUNITY : Our junior and senior high core teams aim to form disciples through

authentic Christ-centered relationships. As a vibrant Catholic community, we spur
each other on to love and good works while having lots of wholesome fun! As unique

members of the body of Christ, the Lord calls us out of ourselves to love one another.

Together, we stand strong.

FAITH FORMATION : Juni or High Ministry intedatat
Fusioncur ri cul um and @heserpmogamolwo téxts appreved by the
United States Council of Catholic Bishops, Catholic Essentialsand The Catholic Faith
Handbook for Youth, as well as Life Teen, form the foundational curriculum for Senior
High Ministry. Dynamic youth nights enliven the truths of our Catholic faith as we
grow in relationship with Christ and each other.

STEWARDSHIP : The Lord has blessed us with material, spiritual, and personal gifts.
In response, we glorify God by ministering in the Liturgy and by living out the
corporal and spiritual works of mercy. Junior High youth volunteer at parish -wide
events and Senior High youth regularly pack food for Hand2Hand Ministries, in
addition to assisting at various parish functions and ministries.

*Junior and Senior High permission forms are available in the Faith
Formation office. Permission forms for off -site events are mandatory
for all participants, including non -parishioners.

14



JUNIOR HIGH (Grades 7-8)

Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation is a two-year process. Over the course of two
years, Junior High youth have an opportunity to pray together and discuss matters of the faith

in Christ-centered small groups. The Sacrament of Confirmation may be celebrated when a
candidate is in the eighth grade or older. As our young people continue the initiation process
we help them to understand that Confirmation is the completion of Baptism. The Sacrament of
Confirmation completes our welcome into the Church, seals the Holy Spirit received at Bap-
tism, and strengthens us on our journey of faith. Please contact Bernadette Jonesat 669-0820.

SPIRITUAL LIFE : CROSSROADS Youth Ministry Rally, Shine Youth Rally, Confirmation Re-
treat, Diocesan Youth Events, and more.

FORMATION : Both 7th and 8th grades will be following the Faith FusionCurriculum, and the
Chosenprogram as they journey toward the Sacrament of Confirmation.

COMMUNITY : Holy Redeemer Youth Ministry Kickoff, Ice Breakers, small group discussions
at Youth Nights, Gaudete Gathering, Shine Youth Rally, and more.

STEWARDSHIP : Altar Serving, Youth Ensemble, Youth Choir, Parish Picnic, Kof CFistFr y 6 s
Coffee and Donuts, Trunk or Treat, and many other opportunities throughout the year.

CLASS SCHEDULE - Sundays from 5:00-6:30 pm

SENIOR HIGH (Grade 9-12)

SPIRITUAL LIFE : CROSSROADS Youth Ministry Rally, Winter Retreat, Diocesan Youth
events, Steubenville Youth Conference, Sumer Mission Trip and more.

FORMATION : The Senior High Ministry program is based on the core curriculum in place by
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). The core teachings are: Sacred
Scripture, Person of Christ, Pascal Mystery, Church, Sacraments, Morality, Social Justice, and
vocations. These teachings will be taught through the four years of Senior High Faith For-
mation.

COMMUNITY : Holy Redeemer Youth Ministry Kickoff CROSSROADS Youth Ministry Rally,
Post Family Farms, Winter Retreat, One Bread, One Cup Liturgical Conference, and more.

STEWARDSHIP : Mystery Bus Tour, Hand2Hand ministries, Living Stations, Summer Mission
Trip, and more.

CLASS SCHEDULE - Sundays from 7:009 8:30 pm
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YOUNG ADULT (College -aged and beyond)

Holy Redeemer Youth Ministry leadership promotes and attends Ko/nonia . This young adult
group, named after the Greek word for fAcommurt
Thomas the Apostle Parish Ministry Center in Grand Rapids. The evening begins with Evening
Prayer and the Rosary before the Blessed Sacrament at 6:45pm, followed by a presentation at
7:30pm, time for small group discussion and fellowship, and concludes at 9:00pm.

*Young adults are also invited to participate in the Senior High Adult Core Team.*

Over the Summer, CollegeAged Young Adults are invited to reflect on the upcoming Sundays Gospel
and grow in Communion at our Bonfire & Bible Study.
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PREPARATION FOR THE SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION
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Sacrament Preparation - Preparation for the sacraments of initiation for children and youth at

Holy Redeemer Parish is a comprehensive program designed to help guide young people as they
continue their journey of Christian Initiation into the Church. Preparation for sacraments is not only
about cognitive learning but also about a time of spiritual preparation for the entire family. Students
are required to attend scheduled programming and Sacramental preparation sessions. Attendance
at all classes is mandatory and in case of an emergency or if a student is sick, a parent must
contact the Faith Formation and or Youth Ministry Offices.

Sacrament of Penance and Eucharist : Children will be prepared for the Sacraments of Penance
and Eucharist in the second grade. Students must attend all scheduled programming and
Sacramental preparation sessions. Student will be provided with textbooks to be used in class and
all other materials. Dates and information will be provided upon registration.

Sacrament of Confirmation  : Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation is a two-year pro-
cess. Over the course of two years, Junior High youth have an opportunity to pray together

and discuss matters of the faith in Christ-centered small groups. The Sacrament of Confirma-
tion may be celebrated when a candidate is in the eighth grade or older. As our young people

continue the initiation process we help them to understand that Confirmation is the completion

of Baptism.

The Sacrament of Confirmation completes our welcome into the Church, seals the Holy Spirit
received at Baptism, and strengthens us on our journey of faith. Confirmation unites us more
firmly to Christ, increases the gifts of the Holy Spirit in us, and gives us a special strength of the

Holy Spirit to spread and defend the faith by word and action as true witnesses of Christ, to confess
the name of Christ boldly, and never to be ashamed of the Cross. (CCC 1303 . Confirmation prepa-
ration will take place during our Jr. High Formation nights during 7th and 8th grades. Regular par-
ticipation in class is required to ensure students are properly prepared to receive Confirmation. Stu-
dents are also required to partake in 20 hours of community service and participate in a Confirma-
tion retreat. Parents and students will be notified of all other requirements and information at the

informational meeting.

Please contactBernadette Jonesat 669-0820.
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Holy Redeemer Faith Formation Office
Mon-Thu 9:30am-6:00pm or anytime online!
http://www.holyredeemerparish.org/
P(616) 669-0820 | F(616) 669-9360

Reverend Roc Majalla, SAC Marija Bilic

Pastor Education of Formation Secretary
frroc@holyredeemerparish.org ffsecr@holyredeemerparish.org

(616) 669-9220 x1102 (616) 669-0820 x1108

Chris Baker Bernadette Jones

Director of Education and Formation for Children Coordinator of Youth & Young Adult Ministry
cbaker@holyredeemerparish.org bjones@holyredeemerparish.org

(616) 669-0820 x1106 (616) 669-0820 x1107
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